Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux

Protecting our Children

Understanding and Preventing

Child Sexual Abuse

Touching & Non-Touching Forms of Abuse
The most direct form of sexual abuse involves the actual inappropriate touching of a child by a perpetrator (this is not to be confused with touching that a doctor may do during the course of a medical examination, where the parent or another professional should be present, or normal washing of a child’s private parts by is/her caretaker).

However, children do not always have to be touched to be sexually abused.  The non-touching form of sexual abuse includes such things as:

▲
Talking to a child in words that are sexually explicit (containing graphic details about sexual activities

▲
Encouraging or forcing a child to watch adults and/or other children engaged in sexual acts – whether in real life or in movies, books, magazines, on a computer, or on playing cards.

▲
Exposing ones genitals or the child’s

▲
Making or listening to obscene phone calls

▲
Talking in a sexual way with a child via the Internet or sending sexually suggestive e-mails or text messages.

It is important to note that though the child may not appear hurt by the non-touching form of sexual abuse, it can be very harmful, it can destroy the child’s trust and it is against the law.

Child sexual abuse can occur in many different ways; however, regardless of the form that the abuse takes, it can have serious, long-term damaging results.  Children must be protected against any behavior that appears to be exploitive, regardless of who may be engaging in, or condoning the behavior.

REMEMBER: Every form of child sexual abuse is wrong and 

must be reported to child protective services and the police!
Actions to keep your child safe – talk to your child/teen about the touching and non-touching sexual abuse.  Ask your child to let you know immediately if either one happens to them.
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