Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux

Protecting our Children

Understanding and Preventing

Child Sexual Abuse

Predatory Behavior
The predator begins by spending time building trust with the child.

· Once the “friendship” is gained, the abuser tells the child that he/she would never do anything to harm the child

· The predator breaks down the child’s guard against inappropriate touching and sexual conduct.

· He/she threatens on occasion the victim and/or his/her family or pets with harm.

· He/she engages the child in progressive discussions regarding sexual issues.

· He/she seeks out potential victims with family problems, poor peer relationships, estrangement from parents. . .

· He/she seeks out potential victims who will keep secrets

· He/She gains trust of parents and gains access to the family environment.

· He/she invites potential victims on overnights, gives gifts, or focuses on the interests of the potential victims.

· He/she prefers children as social companions rather than adult peers of his/her own age.

Actions to keep children and young children safe
1. Keep lines of communication open between you and your children.

2. Talk with your children and/or other children in your care about predatory lures.

3. Attend child abuse prevention education sessions offered by the diocese.

4. Discuss what you learned, with your children, at age appropriate levels.

5. Teach your children to tell you about any scary or improper behavior they encounter.
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