Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux

Protecting our Children

Understanding and Preventing

Child Sexual Abuse

What is Child Sexual Abuse

Child sexual abuse, as defined by the Louisiana Children’s Code, is “the involvement of a child in any sexual act with a parent or any other person, or the aiding or toleration by the parent or the caretaker of the child’s sexual involvement with any other person, or of the child’s involvement in pornographic displays, or any other involvement of a child in sexual activity constituting a crime under laws of the State.”

· Caretaker is any person legally obliged to provide or secure adequate care for a child.

This includes parent, guardian, legal custodian, foster parent, employee of public or private day care, or any other person providing a residence for a child

· Child is any person under age eighteen (18) who has not been emancipated either judicially or by marriage

Signs of Child Sexual Abuse
Behaviors and Physical Signs which may be signs of sexual abuse:

Withdrawn


Peer problems


sudden school difficulties

Poor self esteem

Frequent urination


lack of confidence

Self destruction

Chronic depression


pain or itch in genital area

Lack of involvement

Venereal disease


lack of emotional control

Suicide attempts (especially in adolescents)

Threatened by physical contact or closeness

Inappropriate sex play or premature understanding of sex.

Actions to Keep your children and young people safe

· Open the lines of communication ….keep them open….between you and your children!

· Teach then to tell you about any scary or improper behavior that they encounter with others.
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